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(a publication of the Anglican Diocese of Riverina) 

A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden and there it divided and became four rivers. [Genesis 

July 2019 Special Consecration Edition 

The celebratory pealing of the 

bells at St Alban the Martyr 

Cathedral in Griffith heralded 

the Consecration and 

Installation of The Venerable 

Donald Kingsley Kirk as the 

Eleventh Bishop of Riverina on 

Saturday 15th June 2019.  

As the St Alban’s Cathedral 

choir sang All my hope on God 

is founded while Ian Bull, of 

Leeton played the trumpet, the 

Consecration service began 

with three traditional 

processions into the Cathedral. 

Clergy of the Diocese of 

Riverina joined clergy from 

other dioceses as well as 

visiting Deans, the Diocesan 

registrar, Ms Michelle 

Catanzariti, the Assistant 

Chancellor, Mr James Walsh 

and the Chancellor of the 

Diocese, Mr John Eades, in the 

First Procession. 

The Second Procession 

comprised 10 visiting Bishops 

of the Anglican Church of 

Australia along with 

representatives of other 

Churches including Father 

Andrew Grace, Catholic parish 

priest of Griffith and Major Lyn 

Cathcart, of the Salvation 

Army, Griffith.  

The Archbishop of Sydney and 

Metropolitan of NSW, the Most 

Reverend Dr Glenn Davies 

who consecrated Bishop-elect 

Donald, processed at the rear 

of the Second Procession. 

At the door of the Cathedral, 

representatives of the Parish of 

Hamilton in Victoria and the 

Diocese of Ballarat (Bishop-

elect Donald’s former diocese) 

presented the Bishop-elect to 

the Administrator of the 

Diocese and Dean of St 

Alban’s, the Very Reverend 

Rob Harris.  

The two presenting bishops, 

the Bishop of Ballarat, The 

Right Reverend Garry 

Weatherill and the Bishop of 

Bendigo, The Right Reverend 

Dr Matthew Brain, lead the 

Third Procession into the 

Cathedral with the Bishop-elect 

and Dean Rob Harris. 

The Consecration Service 

began with a Welcome to 

Wiradjuri Country and to the 

Diocese of Riverina by 

Wiradjuri elder, Aunty Gloria 

Goolagong. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Bishop-elect Donald was 

presented to the Metropolitan 

by the presenting bishops 

saying:  

‘Glenn, bishop in the Church of 

God, we present to you Donald 

Kingsley to be consecrated 

bishop in the Church of God.’ 

After declaring his assent to be 

bound by the Constitution of 

the Anglican Church of 

Australia and of the Diocese of 

Riverina as well as its canons, 

statutes, ordinances and rules, 

the Bishop-elect knelt before 

the Metropolitan to be 

consecrated to the ministry of 

bishop. 

In a visibly moving and ancient 

ritual, the Metropolitan and all 

the visiting Bishops laid their 

hands together on the head of 

the newly consecrated Bishop 

as Archbishop Glenn prayed: 

‘Send down the Holy Spirit 

upon your servant Donald, 

whom we set apart by the 

laying on of our hands, for the 

office and work of a bishop in 

your Church.’ 

Bishop Donald was formally 

installed into the possession of 

the See of Riverina as its 11th 

Bishop by Dean Rob Harris. He 

then took his place in the 

Cathedra (or Bishop’s Chair) 

on the altar of the Cathedral 

Church of St Alban the Martyr. 

In presenting Bishop Donald 

with his silver Pastoral Staff of 

the Diocese of Riverina, Dean 

Rob prayed: 

‘Donald, receive this Staff as a 

sign of your pastoral office. Be 

to the flock of Christ a 

shepherd and not a wolf. 

Encourage the faithful, support 

the weak, heal the sick, bind up 

the broken, restore the outcast, 

seek the lost. Remember your 

commitment to Christ and his 

Church. Build up the body of 

Christ so that when the Chief 

Shepherd shall appear, you 

may receive the unfading 

crown of glory, through Jesus 

Christ Our Lord. Amen.’ 

Archbishop Glenn welcomed 

Bishop Donald as the newly 

consecrated Bishop of Riverina 

to loud applause from the 

congregation and the 

assembled clergy. 

‘People of God, in the name of 

Christ, I present to you our 

Father in God, Donald, Bishop 

of Riverina.’ 

At the conclusion of the 

Consecration, Bishop Donald 

and his wife, Camryn and their 

family were officially welcomed 

to the city of Griffith and the 

Diocese of Riverina by the 

Mayor of Griffith, Mr John Dal 

Broi and the recently elected 

Member for Murray, Mrs Helen 

Dalton. 

Bishop Donald and Camryn 

were also presented with a 

bouquet of local wildflowers. 

Afterwards everyone enjoyed a 

delicious barbeque lunch in the 

grounds of the Cathedral to 

conclude a glorious service and 

celebration. 

The following day, Trinity 

Sunday, Bishop Donald 

preached and celebrated his 

first service at St Alban’s 

Cathedral in the presence of 

his two adult children, Caitlyn 

and Lachlan and visiting family 

and friends in the congregation. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Archbishop Glenn Davies 
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Bishop’s ministry to tend the web of connection  

‘It’s a hard time to be a leader, 

especially in the church, 

because much as we want and 

need good leadership society 

tends not to trust leaders, partly 

because we have been burnt 

and hurt by misguided 

leadership and flawed leaders. 

Donald, even as we give you 

symbols of your leadership, we 

tempt you to be seduced by all 

the bling and all the power 

dressing to think of leadership 

as power over others rather 

than opportunity to empower 

others.’ 

Preaching the Sermon for the 

consecration of The Venerable 

Donald Kirk as Bishop of 

Riverina, his long-time friend 

the Reverend Dr Ross 

Fishburn, Dean of Studies at 

Yarra Theological Union said it 

was essential that churches 

begin to critique their attitude to 

power in the wake of the Royal 

Commission into Institutional 

Responses to Child Sexual 

Abuse. 

‘Critiquing our attitude to power 

and our exercise of it is the 

deeper message that all the 

churches and the whole church 

needs to hear and respond to. 

Only then might society begin 

to trust us again as 

embodiments of God’s 

kingdom of unconditional giving 

and serving.’ 

Revd Dr Fishburn said it was in 

that context that he avoided the 

imagery of the shepherd that is 

almost a default option for 

consecration sermons. 

‘Of course, bishops are to lead 

as shepherds rather than 

CEOs but in doing so they 

aren’t to see the people of God 

as merely sheep. There’s a 

hidden power differential in the 

image that we need to 

acknowledge!’ 

Instead Dr Fishburn said the 

image he wanted to give 

Bishop-elect Donald was like 

the gospel story of James and 

John tending their nets.  

‘The task of the bishop in the 

web of gifts and the net of 

exchange is also to tend the 

net, to strengthen the web of 

gifts…keeping in good repair 

the relationships within the 

network of the church. 

‘This brings forth a web of 

community and a network 

of grace in which the love 

and peace and wholeness 

of God is shown and made 

real in the world and made 

attractive to all who have 

eyes to see.’ 

‘Back in the days when I 

taught a course on the 

theology of ministry, I used 

to say that the ministry of 

bishops was a ministry of 

connection.’ 

‘Donald you are to be a 

gatherer of people, a focus of 

the common life of this 

diocese.” 

Dr Fishburn said the Diocese of 

Riverina was very lucky to have 

in Bishop-elect Donald and his 

wife, Camryn someone with a 

great gift for friendship and 

staying connected. 

‘I’ve seen it over the decades 

we’ve known each other, how 

you reach out and build a 

connection with others. I 

treasure that gift of friendship 

and I know that you bring that 

gift to your ministry as a key 

part of who you are and what 

you do.’ 

In conclusion Dr Fishburn 
urged Bishop-elect Donald to 
‘cherish and nurture the web of 
gifts in this place and help it to 
contain a rich harvest of 
resurrection life so the world 
may know God’s grace and 
God’s love and the Easter 
transformation might be always 
manifest and real through the 
church in the Diocese of 
Riverina.’ 

Dr Fishburn presenting Bishop Donald 

with the episcopal ring that belonged 

to Dr Fishburn’s Great Uncle — 

Bishop Logie Danson 
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Bishop 

Donald 

writes 
Saturday 15th 

June was a 

momentous 

day for me as I began ministry 

among you as your Bishop. 

There was much joy and 

celebration on the day as 

clergy and people from across 

the Diocese joined in the liturgy 

and the function afterwards. A 

thank you or two need to be 

mentioned: 

First and foremost, to the Dean, 

the Very Rev’d Rob Harris, for 

his leadership of the Diocese 

between Bishops. I want to 

personally acknowledge his 

efforts—not an easy task 

administering the Diocese while 

still ministering to the Cathedral 

Parish. He deserves our thanks 

(and a holiday). 

Second, to the Cathedral 

community for their generous 

hospitality to the Diocese and 

all who came. The BBQ Lunch 

was great and made it so easy 

for everyone to mingle and be 

included. 

I would also like to offer my 

personal thanks to everyone 

who gave so generously to 

fund and provide for the 

Bishop’s Robes. Please know 

that it is deeply appreciated. 

There is a wonderful generosity 

of spirit that I have already 

detected in our Diocese. It is this 

that will best enable us to grow 

and flourish as Christ’s Church in 

the rural west of NSW 

+Donald Riverina  

Farewell to 

Michelle 
Diocesan Registrar and 

General Manager Ms Michelle 

Catanzariti was farewelled at 

the May meeting of the 

Diocesan Council of the 

Diocese of Riverina. 

Michelle took over the role of 

Registrar of the Diocese of 

Riverina in March 2015 

following the retirement of the 

previous Registrar, Clive 

Jones. 

Michelle said she was 

especially proud of 

implementing the Safe Ministry 

protocols and her work with the 

Royal Commission. 

One of Michelle’s major 

achievements and challenges 

as Registrar was managing the 

move and relocation of the 

Diocesan Registry Office from 

Narrandera to new premises in 

Yambil Street, 

Griffith earlier 

this year.  

Thanking 

Michelle for 

her hard work 

and 

professional 

commitment 

over the past 

four years, 

Reverend 

Stephen 

Davis, of 

Finley said 

Michelle 

“pulled the 

Diocese of 

Riverina back 

from the 

brink”. 

“Michelle brought a new level 

of professionalism to our 

administration that was greatly 

needed. She pulled us back 

from the financial brink, turned 

us around and said, ‘not that 

way’!” Rev’d Stephen said.  

On behalf of the Diocese of 

Riverina Michelle was 

presented with a parting thank 

you gift - a beautiful pair of 

earrings.  

Michelle plans to take a well-
earned break while she 
completes her Master of 
Business Administration (MBA) 
degree through La Trobe 
University in Melbourne.  


